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Our presentation outline 


● 
History of Slavery and Slavery Registers in the Dutch Caribbean (DC) 


● 
Project of Transcription and Collaboration 


● 
Challenges of Fragmented Datasets 


● 
Possibilities and Challenges of Data Integration 


● 
Connecting Other Data Sources 
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Introduction 
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Guyana, May 2024 


Aruba, April 2024 


2019 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024 


The Database of Enslaved People amidst the Discussion 
of the Slavery History: a coincidental coincidence (1) 


● 
Since ancient times, the discussion about Slavery existed. 


● 
The Atlantic Slave Trade and the Colonial Slave system: still has its impact on 
our modern society, as well as in the Caribbean region, the Americas and in 
Europe. 


● 
In the Dutch Kingdom the last two to three years the discussions flared up 
and intensified about: excuses by the Dutch State, compensation for this 
horrible past and the process of healing (and even repatriation of colonial 
objects and archives). 
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The Database of Enslaved People amidst the Discussion 
of the Slavery History: a coincidental coincidence (2) 


● 
Before the intensification of the discussions: 


❑ Discussions were just going on within grassroots society and interest groups 
❑ Academia went on with research for the understanding of the slavery past and the implications 


for society – elite/select society 


❑ In the pre-digital information period Archives, libraries and other cultural heritage institutions 


and groups collected, conserve and made materials and objects accessible for mostly 
(scientific) researchers 


Phase: Separate Rooms Discussions and working separately 
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The Database of Enslaved People amidst the Discussion 
of the Slavery History: a coincidental coincidence (3) 


● 
But with the advance(ment) of computer technology, digital tools and apps: 


❑ Documentary heritage institutions, like archives and libraries not only uses these new 


technology for and tools to make the work “easier” but to make the information digitally 
available for a greater audience, the “users” off site (online)’ – Aruba example 


❑ At the same moment, Academia got a important tool for the processing of data enhance 


historical, interpretative and comparative research – Database of Surinam and Curacao. 


Phase: the opening and democratization of information/archives 
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The Database of Enslaved People amidst the Discussion 
of the Slavery History: a coincidental coincidence (4) 


● 
The Aruba experience and example of: 


❑ Digitizing its colonial archives (slave registers and notary archives) and other documentary 


materials; 


❑ The creation of a digital platform, the Coleccion Aruba (https://coleccion.aw) 
❑ Application of Handwritten Text Recognition tool for the digitized handwritten documents; 
❑ The creation of our own database and joined with work done by Academia; 


We were able to contribute to not only to the accessibility of slavery information for the 
ongoing flared discussion, but to use the information also as part of the healing process. 
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The Database of Enslaved People amidst the Discussion 
of the Slavery History: a coincidental coincidence (5) 
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December 19 2022 
July 1, 2023 
Apologies on 160th anniversary of 
the abolition of Slavery and 
commencement of commemoration 
year. 


Transcribing the Aruba Slavery Records - a joint effort 


Transcription Project (2022-2023): 


● 
Partners: 


○ 
HDSC/Radboud University 


○ 
National Archives of Aruba (ANA) 


○ 
National Archives of the Netherlands 


● 
Prospective Result: dataset + website 


(in Dutch, hosted at www.nationaalarchief.nl) live on June 30, 2023 
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Decolonizing the digital records? 


● 
Successful collaboration within the Dutch Kingdom / with former Colonies 


● 
Dataset is accessible/downloadable online (in Dutch) 


● 
Database is available at the Dutch National Archives Website 


● 
Records/database/website – transaction/event-based 


Question: 


Is this (enticing / usable) enough for the Aruban general public to use? 
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Decolonizing the digital records - a joint effort! 


Aruban Slavery Database Website Project (June 2023): 


● 
Partners: 


○ 
National Library of Aruba (BNA): online database/website, linked data (people, families) 


○ 
National Archives of Aruba (ANA): dataset, historical records online via handwritten text 
recognition/full-text search, explanatory texts, translation 


○ 
UNOCA: explanatory texts, translation 


● 
Result: “Aruba database” available in a local context, also on June 30, 2023 


○ 
Papiamento + Dutch 


○ 
Person-based vs Record-based 


○ 
Local context: stories about persons, families 
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Decolonizing the digital records? 


Question: 


Is this (enticing / usable) enough for the Aruban general public to use? 
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Beyond Island Borders: Connecting the dots, completing the puzzle 


Disconnected registers - separate datasets - many “loose ends”/unfinished stories 


→ Personal and family (hi)stories can be reconstructed from the datasets (between the lines, 
connecting the dots) 


Concept of “Aruba” and “Aruban slavery” as a closed/exclusive definition 


→ “Aruban enslaved people” (and their families) in the datasets/registers/archives of Curacao, 
Statia, Surinam, Bonaire (and Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Cuba, etc.) - and vice versa 


Dutch being the fourth language spoken (in Aruban homes), after Papiamento, Spanish, and 
English 


→ Database (version 2, April 2024) available in Papiamento, English and Dutch (future: Spanish?) 
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Connecting the Dots 
From information to knowledge: adding context/value 


Connecting the Dots - Completing the Puzzle 


→ 


coleccion.aw/database 
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Connecting the Dots - Completing the Puzzle 


→ 
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Connecting the Dots: Beyond the Aruba slavery registers 


• 
Life “after the comma”, after emancipation 


• 
Still quite a few discontinued stories 


• 
Filling in the “gaps”: 
• 
(More) information from Bonaire, St. Eustatius, Curacao, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Surinam [...] 


• 
Archival sources before 1840, and after 1863 


• 
Other types of archival sources 1840-1863 


• 
Manumission 


• 
Shipping registry 


• 
Notary Deeds 


• 
Civil registry 


• 
Maps/Land registry 


• 
Colonial correspondence 


• 
Administrative/police records 
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Connecting the Dots: 


GARIBALDI “BA” HELDER 
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Connecting the Dots: 


Garibaldi Helder, his 
family and ancestors 


Family tree Helder-Mancini 
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Connecting the Dots: Finally Garibaldi “BA” Helder 


Part of the descendants (in 


2019) of Garibaldi Helder 


2019, extending from Aruba to 
the North of the USA and the 


Netherlands! 


Danki! Thank you! Merci! Gracias! 


Please contact us at: 


raymond.hernandez@aruba.gov.aw 


p.scholing@bibliotecanacional.aw 


https://coleccion.aw/database 


coleccion.aw/database 
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https://coleccion.aw/ 


